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HARVEY TAKES OVER THE  REIGNS  AS 2017 WKHT  NEW PRESIDENT 

                CALENDARCALENDAR     

謹訂於二零一 七年二月十八日星期六上午十一時半
假座Community Church of Honolulu Stephen Mark Hall 
开 第一次全體會員大會議.懇請諸位堂兄弟姐妹踴躍
出席參與! 謝謝. 

Jan. 28 (Sat.) Lunar Year of the Rooster  
Apr. 15 (Sat.) Qing Ming Baisan 10:00 a.m. 

 
Superlatives on Parade 
   This year's WKHT Lunar Year Parade unit 
consisted of many firsts for our unit: first time we 
incorporated marchers and a trolley; first time our 
Ukulele Ensemble joined in the parade; first time 
we had such a large group of 59 participants. 
   Participants included Harvey Wong, Dennis 
Wong, Annette Wong, Wayne Wong, Cynthia 
Wong, Alvin Wong, Donna Wong, Edna 
McKenna, Myra Chun, Charlene Kwok and 
daughter, Richard Au, Tina Au, Hank Wong, 
Kimberly Balacasan, Caleb Balascasan, Chloe 
Balascasan, Dr. Jeffrey Wong, Shirley Wong, 
Cindy Wong, Tyler Wong, Eunice Wong, Roland 
Wong, Chad Wong, Gayle Wong, JoAnne Wong, 
Jeffrey Wong, Donna Wong, David Liu, Nathan 
Young, Monkey Leroy, Grant Uchida, Kris Eric 
Haas, Charles Yang, Elaine Yang, Beverly H. 
Wong, Art Wong Gwen Wong, Florence Prescott, 
Florence Chun Wong, Yvonne Wong, Shirley 
Yoshida, Nona Wong and husband, Laura 
Hashimoto, Fred Wong, Henry S.P., Willie Wong, 
Wah Lun Wong, Lena Wong, Joseph Wong, May 
Wong, Sau Kuen Wong, May Wong, Patricia Mar, 
Walter Wong. 
Cock-a-doodle-doo! We sure have something to 
crow about in 2017! 

 

   President Harvey Wong, V-P Arthur Wong 
 

 Reporter: Kimberly Balascisan 
   The 2017 WKHT installation luncheon for 
members only took place on Saturday, January 7at 
the Mandalay Restaurant with approximately 130 
members in attendance.  Dennis Wong was the 
M-C and all of our officers, directors and 
committee chairs were sworn in and 
acknowledged with orchid leis and lisees.  We 
also honored our members who have passed on 
with a moment of silence and presented lisees to 
all our golden members who are over 90 years old.  
We thanked Annette Wong for all the wonderful 
work she's done for us s past president and 
welcomed out new president Harvey Wong.  We 
look forward to Harvey's leadership in 2017 and 
2018.  It was a great way to ring in 2017 which 
marks the 115th anniversary of our society.  We 
look forward to seeing you often in this new year 
and hope you will make it to the clubhouse on 
Friday, January 20 for open house and also on 
Saturday, January 21 to march in the Chinese 
New Year's parade.  Thank you everyone who 
planned our installation lunch.  It was a nice way 
to start the year. 
 



 
William Gee Kong and wife; Joseph W.K. Wong 
and wife May enjoyed the great food. 

 
2017 Officers, directors and committee chairs 
installed by Alvin Wong. 

 
    Checking in of members with smiles. 
Installation Acknowledgements: 
Mandalay Restaurant (Mrs. Linda Chan and 
staff)...Dennis Wong as our M-C...Alvin C.P. 
Wong installment officer for our 2017 officers, 
directors, and committee chairs...Richard J. 
C. Wong invocation...Beverly H. Wong and Edna 
for the presentation of leis...Georgina Wong, 
Alisa Wong, Dayna Wong, Rob Wong assistance 
at the reception table...Wah Lun Wong for the 
preparation of the lisees...Edna McKenna Wong 
for assisting in the distribution of lisees...Harvey 
Wong for arranging and planning 
luncheon...Dennis and Annette for chairing the 
installation luncheon. 
************************************** 
Annette's Message of Aloha 
Dear Fellow Clansmen, Aloha! 
   I am deeply grateful and honored to have 
served as your president for the past two years.  
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   As a member, your support has made Wong 
Kong Har Tong of Hawaii one of the most 
outstanding and respected Chinese society 
organization in the Chinese community.  We can 
be proud to be WKHT members. 
   WKHT continues to remain financially sound 
and stable with no major financial obligations 
incurred.  WKHT has continued to provide, with 
budgetary prudence, a calendar full of recreational, 
educational, cultural, sight-seeing and community 
service activities for its members.  Membership 
attendance to have a steady count of 80-90 
members attending our quarterly general 
membership meetings.  Our annual installation 
of Officers and Directors luncheon, Spring 
Banquet dinner, Mid-Autumn Moon Festival 
dinner and Christmas Party luncheon have all 
been fully attended.  WKHT continues also 
makes monetary donations to several charitable 
organizations as well as to the Red Cross for 
natural disasters. 
   I would like to personally thank each and  
every officer, directors, committee chairperson 
and committee members who so diligently gave 
of their time, expertise, and talents to voluntary 
serve and carry out their respective WKHT duties 
and responsibilities.  Your dedication to serve 
WKHT and its members is a tribute to your 
integrity, selflessness and devotion to serving 
your fellowman. MAHALO for jobs well done. 
   I would like to encourage and challenge each 
of YOU as members to actively support and 
participate in any of our standing committees, 
officer or directorship positions. WKHT 
welcomes your willingness to served in any 
capacity that you can.  It is your service that will 
continue to help perpetuate WKHT to be he 
outstanding organization that it is and to make 
WKHT even better. 
   Mahalo for the opportunity to have served as 
your president.  May the Year of the Rooster 
bring bountiful good health, happiness and 
prosperity to you and your family. 
   Xie-xie.  Annette Wong 
****************************************
************************************ 
 
 



Yo! Annette Left a Commendable Legacy as 
President of WKHT 
   Annette, who served as the first woman 
president of WKHT for two terms, contributed 
much to the upgrading and new challenges of 
WKHT in this millennium.  She, along with 
husband Dennis, were also the first husband and 
wife to serve as presidents.  They rightfully earn 
and deserved the title of being the sturdy pillars of 
WKHT's 115 years history. 
   An energetic and tireless president, Annette 
accepted each challenge head-on and made sure 
that everything was in place.  She conducted 
meetings, both executive and general, with 
enthusiasm and aplomb.  She also kept her files 
neat and was able to provide information when 
requested. 
  For a number of years, she participated in the 
Hotel Industry's 6-mile Charity Walk through 
Waikiki, the Dragon Boat race and picnic, and 
was the first woman to participate in the Qing 
Ming Baisan rituals as president. 
   We salute thee, Annette for a job well-done as 
president. 
****************************************
************************************ 
All-Star Christmas Party 

 
Our annual Christmas Orchestra entertain with 
Christmas carols. L. to r.: David Mark Wong, 
Fred M. C. Wong, Arthur K.C. Wong, Emily 
McCollum, Dr. Jeffrey M.C. Wong. 
 
   'Twas and all-star Christmas Luncheon that 
brought many members and guests to celebrate 
the merriment of the holiday season. 
    Chaired by Dr. Jeffrey M.C. Wong and 
Christy Wong Yee, the gathering commenced 
with early bird BINGO games and then, like 
clockwork, the program went smoothly without 
 
 

glitches.  Balloon magic had adults and children 
wearing adorable creations. The luncheon buffet 
consisted of an assortment of salads, fruits, fish, 
chicken and roast beef.  Desserts were also 
winners.  Lucky number drawings had an 
assortment of prizes, including gift cards, orchid 
plants, donated by Nona and Gordon Wong. 
   The highlight of the day was the appearance 
of Santa Claus who brought gifts for the smiling 
children. 
   The chairs would like to acknowledge all who 
have helped in setting up the room, the 
receptionists, the BING games conductors, 
   Needless to say, everyone left the Hale Koa 
with sweet smiles and sweet teeth. 
************************************** 
New Members Approved...Welcome Abroad! 
The general membership approved the following 
new members at the Nov. 19, 2016 meeting: 
 
Stacey Tuck Jung Wong, reinstated (son of 
Wallace Cheong Sing Wong) 
Lorena Tarrago Wong (wife of Stacey Tuck Jung 
Wong) 
Serena Pallais Wong (daughter of Stacey Tuck 
Jung Wong) 
Kalena Kwei Lin Wong (daughter of Stacey Tuck 
Jung Wong) 
Bronson Mun Wo Wong (son of Stacey Tuck Jung 
Wong) 
Megan Nalani Chun (granddaughter of Sally and 
Wilfred Wong 
************************************** 
Reminder:2017 Activities Fee Due 
   For those members who have not turned in 
their 2017 Activities Fee: you are overdue.  
Payment of Activity fee will enable you to get 
special rates and discounts on WKHT activities. 
Mail in your fee promptly along with the form to 
Dr. Jeffrey M.C. Wong. 
************************************** 
Funny Talk:  The girl said she recognized me 
from the vegetarian club, but I never met 
herbivore.                             3 
 
 

 



Journey "Home" 

By Edna Wong McKenna 

 
Edna McKenna's extended family in Zhongshan 
 
   Last October, I had the privilege of 
accompanying my parents, Wah Lun and Lena 
Wong, to Zhongshan, China to visit their 
hometown village in Lung Doo  County.  At 
first, I was a little apprehensive, not so much 
going to China but traveling with two senior 
citizens to a country in which I have never been.  
Oh, but what a great experience and opportunity it 
was! 
   Our itinerary took us on a ten day Air & Sea 
Travel Center tour to Taiwan, celebrating Double 
Ten Day.  Thank you to the United Chinese 
Society for recognizing my dad as the 2016 
Model Father of the Year and in conjunction with 
China Airlines, gifting him with this Taiwan Trip. 
   We visited six cities with 90 wonderful 
travelers and a great, entertaining tour staff.  
Witnessing Taiwan's Double Ten celebration was 
a once in a lifetime experience.  Temple and 
museum visits, a high-speed rail ride, night 
markets and a ropeway ride to Sun Moon Lake 
were just a few things that filled our days not to 
mention all the scrumptious meals that we 
devoured!  I ended almost every day with an 
inexpensive Taiwanese massage!  What a treat!  
Most of all, I had time to perfect the squat toilet 
before heading to Zhongshan! 
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When our tour ended, we flew to Hong Kong and 
caught a ferry to Zhongshan for our 4-day visit.  
The weather was not perfect, but we did not let 
the daily rainstorms stop us from sightseeing. 
   I honestly really did not know what to expect 
of China.  My parents often shared stores of 
growing up in their village areas, so from those 
stories, I envisioned undeveloped roads and 
buildings with no running water or electricity. It 
was quite the contrary.  Zhongshan is a 
well-developed typical city with many tall 
buildings and parks.  The hotel we stayed at was 
very impressive with 5-star amenities.  The only 
thing that caught me off guard was the fire escape 
hood that was placed in every nightstand.  
Honestly, the only reminder of being in a 
Communist country was my inability to access 
Facebook, Instagram and Google on my phone! 
   We were very fortunate to have family 
relatives as awesome hosts, cousins that I got to 
meet for the very first time.  I am so grateful that 
my cousin drove because you could not pay me to 
drive in China! My goodness!  There are no kind 
words that can describe how people drive there!  
My cousin, one of the few good drivers, navigated 
us around the Zhongshan area, visiting many 
sights, one being Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Residence 
Memorial Museum.  The best and most 
important part of our China trip was visiting the 
villages where my parents grew up, Lung Tou 
Wan, and Chong Kok. 

        
  Wah Lun visits the village ancestral shrine. 
 
 
 
    
 
 



Although my dad's house in Lung Tou Wan is no 
longer there, we visited his neighborhood temple 
and school.  I saw the court where he played 
basketball as a teenager.  In the neighboring 
village, we were able to stand outside of my 
mom's house.  I was surprised that the streets 
were well-paved and relatively clean.  My initial 
thoughts were that these villages would be in rural 
area, unoccupied with abandoned buildings, but 
this was not the case.  Both villages are still 
thriving and have been maintained, still heavily 
populated. 

 

Edna, Lena, and Wah Lun in front of Lena's 
childhood home. 
 
   My cousins no longer live in Lung Tow Wan, 
successfully moving to other Zhongshan areas, 
living in beautiful single-family homes and 
condominiums.  However, they still have their 
village house and graciously allowed us to tour 
that home.  Wow!  It was a basic village home, 
the original furniture still occupying each room.  
My relatives  proudly showed me the water well  
in the kitchen that my dad helped install back in 
the 1980's.  It was life changing for them!  My 
cousin demonstrated how he used a hollowed out 
basketball attached to chains to retrieve water 
from the well.  Quite innovative!  It's so hard to 
believe that my relatives lived there until the 
1990's! 
   We continued indulging in delicious meals as 
we did in Taiwan.  I can embellish this story by 
saying we ate snakes and raccoons, but we did not.  
At all the restaurants, we dined in our  
 
 
 

own private room, so it gave us time to visit each 
other.  I was very fortunate to have my parents 
as personal interpreters since my cousins did not 
speak English.  I surprised myself with how 
much I could understand as everyone conversed, 
but the few times I said something in Chinese, my 
cousins laughed. I guess my Lung Doo dialect 
sounded more like an American dialect.  Too 
funny! 
   Being on travel status for 16 days was a bit 
much for my senior citizen parents, but we are so 
very glad we had the opportunity to make this trip. 
I would have never been able to see my parents' 
hometown had we not gone.  Both were troopers, 
and we survived! Using Google translator and We 
Chat application, I am able to stay in contact with 
the China cousins and feel comfortable enough to 
return to Zhongshan with my family.  I am 
happy to record another life experience that has 
opened doors to the future!    

 
The water well in the kitchen that Wah Lun 
helped to install back in the 1980's. 
(Thus ends the saga of Edna McKenna in search 
of her roots.) 
************************************** 

A Dream Come True 
A Travelogue by Arthur K.C. Wong 
 
   Last September, 2016, Gwen and I took a 
land/cruise tip to Northern Italy, Croatia, Malta, 
and Montenegro.  We saw that Celebrity was 
offering a pre-cruise land tour from Milan to 
                                     5 
 
 
 
 



Venice, with stays in Lake Como and Verona.   

 
   First on the itinerary was Milan.  The Duomo 
di Milano, one of the largest Italian Gothic 
cathedrals in the world, is a sight to see.  Other 
places to see include the famous La Scala Opera 
Theater and the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II. 
   North of Milan is Lake Como, an upscale 
resort known for  its beautiful scenery and for 
famous people living there.  At the base of the 
Alps, Lake Como has little quaint towns that line 
the lake side.  A narrow two land roads connects 
the towns. 
   A little more than half way the distance from 
Lake Como and Venice is Verona.  This city is 
famous for being the town where the play Rome 
and Juliet took place. 
   After Verona, we travelled to Venice to 
embark on our Celebrity Constellation Cruise.  
We visited the most important sites in Venice - 
San Marcos Square, San Marcos Cathedral, and 
the Doges Palace. 
   Malta is an island just below Sicily.  It is an 
important port for port for intercepting ships 
going through the Mediterranean Sea.  Its 
landscape is desert-like, even buildings are sand- 
colored.  Its history included being occupied by 
Crusaders, Moors, and the Knights of Malta. 
   From Malta, we cruised the Adriatic Sea to 
Croatia, once part of Yugoslavia and visited the 
coastal towns of Dubrovnik, Split, and Zadar, and 
Kotor Montenegro.  All of these seaport cities 
have walled cities.  
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The fortress of Dubrovnik is the largest and best 
preserved walled city along the southern Croatian 
coast. 
   We spent two days in Dubrovnik and then 
exploring alleys and streets on our own.  There 
are several museums, and a beautiful cathedral. 
We witnessed a marriage in the beautiful Baroque 
cathedral. We also visited smaller, quaint resort 
towns along the Dalmatian coast, including the 
town of Cavtat, and Kotor, further south in 
Montenegro. 
   The entire trip, from from meeting my aunt in 
Milan, to the dry, sand-colored island of Malta, 
the beautiful romantic city of Dubrovnik, and 
other towns and villages in Croatia and 
Montenegro, was quite a wonderful experience.  
And to go by private van on land, and then by 
cruise ship with all the food and entertainment 
was a dream come true. 
   And finally, our hotel near the rail station was 
located near a quasi-Chinatown!  I was surprised 
to see a Chinese grocery store and several Chinese 
restaurants within two blocks of my hotel.  There 
are many others, but one restaurant I ate at had 
delicious Chinese food.  The owner was from 
Fukien province in China. Now, to fully 
understand what I was ordering, I had to speak 
fluent in Fukienese, Mandarin, or Italian - none of 
which I knew.  Luckily, a menu was in English 
and one waitress could speak a "little" English. 
************************************** 

ChrisTopher's  Krystals 

by Christopher Liu 
   The moment I stepped off the plane at 
Honolulu Airport, return home for the Winter 
Vacation, I felt a surge of confidence.  I looked 
at the foreign tourists - happy but confused - with 
a small sense of superiority.  They were now in 
the role I had been for the past year and a half, 
treading water in a society built on a different 
rule-set and run almost entirely in an 
incomprehensible language. 
 
 
 
    



I happily watched the brusque, tired workers as 
they herded us through the airport.  Their every 
gesture, inflection, and mannerism reminded me 
that I was finally again in a place that I could 
understand.  When my parents picked me up and 
took me to a restaurant, I enjoyed soaking in the 
fact that I was in a situation I had been in many 
thousands of times, since my childhood.  I did 
not have to think about what I needed to do; the 
rhythms and routines of the scene were entirely 
familiar. 
   However, I was surprised to find that while 
there was familiarity to the routine, I did not feel 
like there was intimacy.  I realized that Japan 
had at some point become my new home.  Even 
the writing of this is now difficult; the phrasings 
and grammatical twists I want to use are simply 
blanks.  There are feelings I want to express 
which I can no longer find the words for. 
   A lot of what was missing in my life, I found 
while living in Japan.  I originally left Hawaii 
because I wanted to test whether there existed a 
place where I could better fit in, and I realize now 
that the test prove positive.  I found a community 
of people I could turn to for support.  It took a 
great deal of effort, but it has been more than 
worthwhile.  I also found a deeper self-reliance 
and the pure freedom of being able to do whatever 
I wanted whenever I pleased.  The moment I set 
foot back in Hawaii, I was stripped of those things.  
I have routines and relationships that have all 
been placed on hold for this vacation home. 
  On the other hand, it has also been great to be 
home for the holidays.  I have been able to visit 
with family, who I had been missing for a long 
time.  I also caught up with many friends and 
could re-experience the nature and attractions of 
the island. 
   I must make the decision soon as to whether I 
will try pursuing ways to stay in Japan for the 
long term, such as by starting a business there.  I 
feel like I am at something of an impasse.  I 
found a place where I belong, but to stay there  
 
 
 
 
 

would have to give up a great deal.  For now, I 
will enjoy my final week here with friends and 
family, considering my future. 
   I wish you all the best in this upcoming year. 
****************************************
************************************ 

  
(Kreesty's Kolumn is on vacation.) 
************************************** 

 
Admiring a jumbo jin dui during a dinner banquet 
that Wah Lun, Lena, and Edna gourmandized on. 

      
Edna, Lena, and Wah Lun at Sun Moon Lake, 
Taiwan. 
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Kreesty’s 

Kolumn 

by Christy Wong 

Yee 



 
            Arthur in Venice 
 

 
Installation: Gayle, Henry LiNan, Gwen, Arthur. 
 
Wong Kong Har Tong 
c/o Jeffrey C.M. and Yvonne Wong 
3615 Wa’aloa Place 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tidbits about Cocks (Roosters) 

   The Rooster wards off evil. 
   There are ample textual reference that 
cock-fights were held in China in the first 
millennium B.C. 
    The cock is admired not only as a 
courageous bird, but also as a beneficent one.  
Again, he symbolizes reliability, as he never fails 
to mark the passing of hours.  He is also a 
symbol of male vigor. 
   The word for cock's comb represents 
achievement and fame.  
   A cock with five chickens is a reminder that a 
father's job is to educate his five sons. 
************************************** 
 
Photos credits David M. Wong, Beverly H. Wong, 
Chadwick Wong, David Wong. May Wong,  
Arthur Wong, Edna McKenna, Kimberly 
Balasican 
 
************************************** 
 


